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Project brings “Success’ to Nine Mile Falls S.D.

By Bob Cameron

Ten-year-old Jeremy’s struggles in school
highlight the benefits of an exciting new “Suc-
cess” program at rural Nine Mile Falls S.D. This
Readiness to Learn project brings sorely needed
services to the district and is responsible for the
development of new relationships with commu-
nity service providers that will benefit students.
Located just 15 miles outside Spokane, moun-
tains, a lake, and only one main access road
isolate the community and present challenges to
students and families needing assistance.

Jeremy couldn’t get along with his class-
mates, and his grades were suffering. His teacher
referred him to the newly formed building
Success team. The multi-disciplinary team
provided a comprehensive assessment and plan
tailored to Jeremy’s needs, and a family advo-
cate initiated home visits and became a resource
and case manager for mom, struggling as a
single parent. The intervention specialist at
school invited Jeremy to participate in her social
skills group, which provides opportunities for
Jeremy to develop better relationships with
youngsters his age. She also coordinated a peer
mediator program, which teaches Jeremy and
other students how to resolve their own conflicts
as they occur.

Due to the complicated nature of Jeremy’s
difficulties at school and home, referral was
made to the district Success Team, a group of
agency service providers that is a resource for
building Success teams. Jeremy’s mom received
support and an offer of help from one of the
agencies represented. Jeremy’s potential to run
away from home was identified and a social
service agency agreed to provide an outreach
counselor to work with Jeremy and other
students at risk for running away.

The coordinated effort of program providers
seems to be having a positive impact on Jeremy
and his family. He’s getting along better with the
other kids at school. Mom doesn’t feel so alone
and overwhelmed. The school staff feels that just
maybe they caught another troubled student
before it was too late.

For additional information, contact me at
509/466-1131 or fax 509/466-3182.

Bob Cameron is family advocate, Nine Mile
Falls S.D.

Washington
~ Blue Ribbon Schools

Nominated in March for the National Blue
Ribbon Secondary School Recognition
Program were:

ACES Alternative H.S. (Mukilteo S.D.),
Capital H.S. (Olympia S.D.), Cedarcrest H.S.
(Riverview S.D.), Inglewood Jr. H.S. (Lake
Washington S.D.), John McLoughlin Mid.
Sch. (Pasco S.D.), Lakeridge Jr. H.S. (Sumner
5.D.), Shorewood H.S. (Shoreline 5.D.), and
Wenatchee H.S. (Wenatchee S.D.).

The schools honored have demonstrated
critical leadership in parental involvement
programs and integrating technology into
instruction. A national review panel will
study and visit the nominated schools; award
winners will be announced spring 1996.

For details, call Chris McFlroy, program
administrator, School Improvement and
Recognition Programs, 360/753-6760.
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